
 
Freedom Day 
Commemoration Event

Freedom Day is celebrated on 27 April annually in commemoration of the first democratic elections in South Africa in 1994, and 
in recognition and celebration of our continued democracy. It is an opportunity to reflect on our unique Constitution which is 
widely regarded as the most progressive Constitution in the world, with a Bill of Rights second to none. Freedom Day is a time to 
celebrate our hard-won democracy. 

While a lot has changed since 1994, with progress across every sphere of society, there is still much to be done when it comes to 
our democratic goals. Our human rights are given prominence in our Constitution - human rights feature in the preamble, where 
the intention is clearly stated to establish “a society based on democratic values, social justice and fundamental human rights”. 
In the first chapter, as part of the Founding Provisions of the Republic of South Africa, it is stated that our democracy is founded 
on the following values: “Human dignity, the achievement of equality and the advancement of human rights and freedoms.” 

We must never forget the sacrifices made to bring about our country’s transition into a democracy. These freedoms did not 
come easily. It is our duty to recognise those that have sacrificed to make democracy possible, and to not take these freedoms 

Event – Freedom Day Walk99999999999999999999999999999999999999 

All centres will celebrate Freedom Day with their youth beneficiaries through a guided 
reflective tour. Through this guided walk, they will explore significant areas in Soweto 
such as the Hector Peterson Memorial Museum and Vilakazi Precinct, including the 
former homes of Nobel Peace Prize winners the late Archbishop Desmond Tutu; Former 
President Nelson Mandela. This will be followed by a group gathering to reflect on 
the responsibilities of young people in upholding freedom and youth participation in 
democratic processes.

Event Itinerary – 27 April 2023: 
Target: 	 100 ICTage Students & Out of School Youth  
Tour Guide 	 Mr Thulani Twala
09:00 - 09:30 	 Arrival, Registration & Morning Tea at Hector Pieterson Museum  
		  - by Hosting Team & Centre Managers
09:30 - 11:00 	 Vilakazi Precinct Walk - by Centre Managers
		  Stop 1: Moema Street – Antoinette Sithole’s Hiding Spot
		  Stop 2: Orlando West High School Corner – Hector’s Shooting Spot
		  Stop 3: Phefeni High School – Students Join in Spot
		  Stop 4: Nelson Mandela’s House
		  Stop 5: Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s House
11:00 – 12:00 Hector Pieterson Museum Tour - by Tour Guide
12:30 – 13:45 Reflective Dialogue - by  Lebohang Zimba
		  - Walk Reflections
		  - Youth Participation in Democracy
13:45 – 14:00 Closing Remarks & Departure - by Hosting Manager

Young people living their dreams

THEME: REFLECTIONS ON 29 YEARS  
OF YOUTH PARTICIPATION IN  

FREEDOM

Event Date: 27 April 2023
Event Name: Freedom Day Commemoration

Location: Hector Pieterson Museum, Soweto (Walk / Tour)

Objective: To retrace the steps of youth participation and reflect on the contribution made by young people,
post-democratic elections, in upholding this freedom for future generations.

FREEDOM DAY 
27 April 


